No family is without problems and we can see from Jesus' ancestry that he
didn't come from a sanitized family. He doesn't stand aloof looking down on
us in judgement but stands alongside us. He is touched with the feelings of
our infirmities as Hebrews 4: 15 (KJ) tells us. No one comes from a perfect
family. Often at Christmas, as families come together, issues can surface
that may have been dormant for many years. Let's remember that Jesus
came from a family full of issues. He was even rejected by his own brothers
at one point. Perhaps we have family members or friends who are a problem
and it's easy to turn our backs and disregard them. But this Christmas let's
remember that without Jesus' death on the cross where he paid the price for
our mistakes and lack of love none of us can stand before him. As he offers
to us daily the door of repentance let's come in faith with a willing heart to
forgive others as we have been forgiven.
May the Prince of Peace be your peace during this Christmas period and the
year ahead.
Marlene Whillans
GMCC Volunteer
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Who is the real Jesus?
At Christmas time we think about Jesus as a baby then just a few months
later we remember him as a man nailed to a cross bleeding and dying in
agony. But in between his birth and death he lived as a child a teenager,
young man, preacher, healer and leader. He had parents Mary and Joseph,
brothers and sisters, aunts, cousins, and grandparents.
To help us to get to know who Jesus really is we need to look at his
ancestry. In Mark's gospel we read that Bartimaus cried out to him calling
him Jesus the Son of David. His disciples and followers knew his lineage
and that his earthly father Joseph was from the tribe of Judah and King
David was one of Judah's descendants. Then in Rev 5:5 we read ’Then one
of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals." Verse 6 refers to a slain lamb which we know is an image of Jesus.
So we know Jesus to be a descendant of King David from the tribe of Judah.

Living with Loss course restarted with 4 volunteers
A lovely service with The Gym officer sharing his amazing testimony from
punk rocker to prisoner officer and follower of Christ.
Lots of wonderful literature suitable for the prisoners given free to the
chaplaincy
Praise the Lord that groups have
finally been able to start and for the
positive response from residents at
Forest Bank

Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ
Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplain@gmcconline.org
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer
and state if you would like to Gift Aid it
Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org

The lineage of Jesus through Joseph is recorded in Matthew Ch.1 and
shows that his ancestor Perez was the son of Judah whose mother was
Tamar who was Judah's daughter in law. Perez was in fact born as a result
of deception by Tamar and the lust and broken promise of Judah. It's a
fascinating story of God's sovereignty found in Genesis Ch. 38.
Also in Joshua Ch.2 we read about Rahab who was a prostitute. She helped
the Israelite spies and was eventually taken into Israel where she married
Salmon and became the Mother of Boaz
the husband of Ruth who were Great
Grandparents of King David. Ruth herself
was a Moabite and an outsider of Israel
but along with Rahab is included into
God's family by faith. The Bible makes it
clear that none of us have a
righteousness of our own. It's only by
faith that anyone is included in God's
family.
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Carol services and Bible studies during this amazing season, pray for renewed
hope and more people being exposed to the Gospel

D who has received a long sentence and is a very troubled young man,
pray for the right support while he is inside. Pray that those around him
can get through to him
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M who is very indecisive in regard to following Jesus, pray for clarity as
he makes his decision

3

K who has just been given an extra few years sentence when he was expecting
to be out soon, pray for peace in this process and that he is not disheartened
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S who continues to struggle from past trauma, pray he receives the help he
needs with an open mind and heart

Covid is still an issue. Please pray that the rate of infection would
decrease so that all chapel activities could resume and that staff and
residents could enjoy as good health as possible
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M and M whose dads have died, pray for comfort and support as they process
their losses

P who has not been engaging with support services, pray for his mental
health and that he seeks help when needed

21
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C who has a very a poor record in custody but he is open to talking about some
of his issues, pray that these talks are fruitful

O who is far away from his loved one and wants to move closer, pray for
favour as he seeks this change
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Pray for A who recently lost a close friend who he usually spends
Christmas with, pray for love, support and companionship over the
coming days

1

L whose brother was killed in a terrorist attack, pray for people to mourn with
him and support him in this difficult time
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S whose brother has died after a short illness, pray for support as he processes
this sudden loss
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Gus Eyre back with us for a Christmas special on 12th December, pray that this
even at Buckley Hall goes well
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L who has just been transferred to hospital for support with his mental
health, pray for lasting health
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Please pray that the Holy Spirits opens the eyes of the guys’ hearts so they can
know the Prince of Peace as groups have now resumed at Forest Bank
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Pray for the children of prisoners who are feeling the absence of
parents, pray for peace, hope and support as they celebrate the festive
season

10 P whose younger brother has suddenly died, pray that he is supported in this
time of grieving
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Pray for all of those within prison walls today, staff and offenders. Pray
that they have a good Christmas day

11 J whose wife is very poorly – he is waiting to hear about a release date, pray
for favour as he awaits his release date and for healing for his wife
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Pray for the families of prison staff who have missed their loved ones
who are working over the festive period, pray for grace in this season

12 J who asked for a Bible and wants to know more about the Christian Faith, pray
that as he explores, his eyes are opened to the truth of Christ
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D & D who have been struggling with their mental health and knows
they need help. Pray that they have access to the right services.

13 R who is adjusting to life outside prison, including setbacks, pray that he stays
on the positive path started.
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A who is out in a couple of months and who knows he will struggle when
he is released, pray for good support

14 Please pray for our managing chaplain to have wisdom and joy and strength in
his dealings with senior management and those he’s responsible for.

29

D who needs a place to live, pray for provision and favour as he seeks
accommodation

15 T who feels very under threat and wants to move out of the jail, pray for
favour as he seeks this change and peace in the waiting
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C who is very paranoid and scared to mix on the wing, pray for support
and friendship

16 A revelation of the real meaning of Christmas to staff and prisoners
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Pray for GMCC and the upcoming year. Pray for provision, insight and
hope

