
life I decided to study. I enrolled at Nazarene theological College to 
complete a Practical Theological degree and part of my course is to 
select an organisation for my placement.  I chose Greater 
Manchester Community Chaplaincy for my placement.  For me this 
was something very new but I have been encouraged and  learnt  so 
much in the short time I have been there.   I have been leading bible 
study for clients, meeting people in the café here and participating in 
our weekly prayers.  It is good to see God at work here, just as in 
nature. 

In a couple of weeks we will be 
spotting the daffodils springing up 
as the new season of spring 
approaches.   Will we be able to 
move into the next season of our 
lives knowing that our hope is in 
the Lord.   I believe that, starting 
with a knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we are all able to 
embrace new seasons. 

I wish all our supporters every happiness and blessings this 
springtime!   

 

Bernadine Portbury, Student Chaplain 

Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ 

Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplain@gmcconline.org  
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer 

and state if you would like to Gift Aid it 
Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org 

for more photos and information 
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This month’s article is written by Bernadine Portbury, a student on the 
Applied Theology degree course at Nazarene Theological College, who 
is currently undertaking a work placement with GMCC. 

 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

We are already in the third 
month of 2019, and maybe 
you are still finding your 
way with New Year 
resolutions or planning to 
do something new in this 
season. 

The Lord has created time for everything whether good or bad.  He is 
aware of every different season we will experience in our lives and 
has allocated a certain time for this.  He walks with us through all of 
these experiences. 

You may be entering a new season in your life, are you moving home, 
starting a new family, taking care of an aging parent, stepping out 
into a new career?  Although each of these comes with their own 
challenges, we can embrace them, or we can make a different choice 
and move on.   

I, too, have entered a new season in my life.  In the new season of my  
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1 Pray for a successful and inspiring visit to Buckley Hall by Gus Eyre, 
and for the men who will attend it. 

2 Praise God for his many answers to prayer across the prisons, and 
particularly at Buckley Hall. 

3 S’s mum is very poorly and he is struggling to see any hope for the 
future.  Pray for comfort and hope for him. 

4 Pray for K, who is from Stockport, but has been recently transferred 
to HMP Leeds, and is struggling to get help ahead of his release as a 
result. 

5 Pray for the Thursday afternoon prayer group at GMCC, as they seek 
to re-establish links with Prison Fellowship and expand their ministry 

6 Pray for F, that he might use his time in prison to come to terms with 
what he has done. 

7 Pray for protection for A as he shares his faith with others. 

8 S is in HMP Manchester, and his gran recently died.  Pray for him at 
this time of bereavement. 

9 J is a former prisoner who has recently had to leave his privately 
rented accommodation; pray that he will find somewhere 
appropriate that will give him a long-term home. 

10  Pray that H might maintain meaningful relationships with his family, 
who are far away from him as he serves his sentence. 

11 M is struggling with bereavement issues; pray that he will find 
peace. 

12 B wants to grow in faith and to become a better person but struggles 
to stay off drugs; pray that he will have strength and perseverance. 

13 Pray for J, who has been recently released from prison, that he will 
engage with the support that he needs. 

14 Pray for C and his wife, that they will navigate the difficulties they 
are encountering. 

15 S is studying for a degree, and is finding it hard to attend chapel and 
read his bible; pray for wisdom, discernment and good use of his 
time. 

16 Pray for L who has recently come into prison, and feels that he is 
begging for help; may he find the help he seeks. 
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17 Pray for W, who recently visited Methodist Central Hall when 
GMCC were closed; that he might find his way back to us and 
the support that he is looking for. 

18 Following several recent bereavements, pray for all those who 
lose lost ones while serving sentences, and for those who seek 
to help them. 

19 Pray for S, the new orderly at Buckley Hall, as he learns the 
roles of his new job. 

20 G is desperate to move on, but is behaving in a very destructive 
manner; pray that he may find peace and that he may achieve 
the change he yearns for. 

21 J is a GMCC client who has been unwell; pray for healing and 
wholeness for him. 

22 

 

Pray for the Alpha course at Forest Bank, those attending and 
those leading; that it might bear good fruit. 

23 Pray for S, as he continues to adjust to life outside prison. 

24 Pray for J, who was released in February and was anxious about 
life on the outside. 

25 Pray for O, who has struggled over a long period with mental 
health problems, that he will be able to get the help he needs. 

26 Pray for the Styal Prison Sycamore Tree group as they have 
their final session today. 

27 K has a large number of issues and can be difficult to manage; 
pray for him and for the staff who work with him. 

28 L was released in January; pray that he is doing well. 

29 D is coming up for parole in April to become a Category D 
prisoner; pray that this may go well. 

30 Pray for P as he seeks to overcome addiction. 

31 Pray for the Chaplaincy Team at Forest Bank who are very short 
staffed at this time, and for wisdom and patience in filling the 
three current vacancies.  Pray for resilience, patience and vision 
for their team leader, Gadri. 


