
 
 
It may be possible for us all to sweep our 'misdemeanours' under the carpet for a 
while but in the end they will spill out again.  Only God has the power to totally 
"sweep clean" our lives which is why our prayers are vital not only for ourselves but 
also for the men and women benefiting from the chaplaincy ministries in the prisons 
and at GMCC. 
 
A new life and a new beginning are what all the men and women in our prisons and 
at GMCC need and want.  For them it is often much harder with much "baggage" 
from the past dragging them down.  Let's pray for the mighty power of the Holy Spirit 
to be at work during this Lenten season, sweeping clean the lives of those who need 
"another story to begin". 

Geraldine Simister 

GMCC Volunteer and Prison Link Worker 
 
 
 
Thankfulness and Prayer 
All through our time at GMCC this has been a constant theme and it always forms the 
basis of the weekly Bible Reflection and Prayer Time on Thursdays. There are daily 
reasons to be grateful and often needs that require fervent prayer. The roles of 
centre manager and chaplain have been combined for some time but this is not ideal 
and I have been talking to the trustees about the need to appoint a new centre 
manager so I can concentrate on the chaplaincy side of the work. It is clear that 
wisdom will be needed throughout the whole process and guidance to ensure that 
the right person is put in place. Following a successful funding application James has 
been employed as the volunteer coordinator. This is a role that Marlene has worked 
hard at as a volunteer for a long time and we are grateful to her for all she has done. 
Again thankfulness and prayer are the order of the day. To avoid any confusion can I 
stress that Marlene and I are not leaving GMCC but working towards a change of 
roles. As always your continued prayer will be a crucial part of this process.   
 
Arthur Whillans, Centre Manager/Chaplain. 

 
Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ 

Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplaingmcc@aol.co.uk 
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer 

and state if you would like to Gift Aid it 
Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org   

for more photos and info 
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Another Story Can Begin 

 
“I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry. 

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; 
He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.” Ps. 40:1-2 

 
With the onset of March we also enter into the season of Lent - a time of reflection, 
remembering Christ's 40 days of trials and temptations in the desert.  
 
By reflecting on our own personal lives, with its trials and temptations, we are 
encouraged to get rid of all that hinders us from entering into God's presence.  Over 
the past 5 years as I have led Bible groups in HMP Manchester I always like to stress 
that before God every one of us in the room, stands the same - in other words, we 
are all sinners but equally, we can ALL be forgiven through Christ's sacrificial death 
and His amazing grace. 
 
By reflecting on our personal sinfulness and failings, it could so easily burden us with 
feelings of guilt especially if you're like me and constantly make the same mistakes!  
We know that God does not want to leave us in that state which is why, a few years 
ago, I enjoyed the Lent study called "Another Story Must Begin" by Jonathan Meyer.  
It is based on the book/film/musical of Les Miserables.  It is a study that shows how 
our past failings or lives of hopelessness need not be the end - with God there is 
always the opportunity to "write another story", one which offers new life and hope. 
 

As I look at the cover of the book it shows the well known image 
of the child, Cosette, with the large broom in her hands, looking 
bedraggled, downcast and hopeless.  She looks as though she 
can hardly lift the broom, let alone sweep away all the dirt and 
the grime.  That is often how it seems to many of our men and 
women in the prisons and who attend GMCC. 
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1. J is a very angry and paranoid young man who distrusts everyone and is locked in 

a destructive cycle.  Please pray this behaviour will change and he will come to 
know God’s love in his life. 

2. J was released in February and has support lined up on the outside.  Please pray 
that he takes full advantage of all that is being offered to him.  

3. M has lost his dad and needs prayer for the comfort of the Holy Spirit at this sad 
time in his life. 

4. Rs court date for sentencing keeps being postponed which he is finding very 
stressful.  His family is a long way away too.  Please pray that his court date will 
be finalised soon and that his family will be able to visit him. 

5. P a regular chapel member whilst in prison was released in January.  Please pray 
that he continues to attend church and has good support on the outside. 

6. Please pray today for the Sycamore Course and Bible Group running at Thorn 
Cross prison. 

7. G is approaching release this month and is keen to make a fresh start.  Thank 
God for how his faith has grown in prison and pray he will continue in his faith.  

8. A, R, R, G, N, S, D, R attend a regular bible study group in prison.  Please pray 
that their faith will grow and their fellowship will sustain them. 

9. M has experienced bereavement in custody and is feeling very low and far from 
God.  Pray for comfort peace and a renewed sense of God’s presence. 

10. J has recently been transferred into Manchester prison and has already been in 
custody for 9 years.  He feels very frustrated at what he sees as a ‘backward 
step’.  Please pray that things will improve for him. 

11. J has made some very bad choices that are making things worse for himself.  
Pray that he will be able to take a different path that will help him to change. 

12. Thorn Cross are holding a Worship Event today run by Straight Edge and are due 
to hold a Rock and Roll event in the next few days. They are also regularly 
holding several other events throughout the year. Please pray for many men to 
attend and to come to faith and give thanks for the Chaplaincy Team who work 
tirelessly to bring them the Gospel in song and worship. 

13. N has serious mental health problems.  Please pray he will get the help he needs. 
14. H has mobility problems and is struggling in prison.  Pray that things will be 

made easier for him. 
15. A has just become a Chaplaincy orderly and has shown an interest in the 

Christian Faith.  Please pray that he will come to trust in Christ for his salvation. 
16. T has really grown in faith and has not lapsed back into self-harm.  Praise God for 

this and pray for continued strength and deepening of his faith. 
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17. G split from his partner and ended up in hospital.  He now attends the Qualities 

of Life course whilst in prison. Please pray he will be helped and strengthened 
during this time. 

18. There is a new governor at HMP Buckley Hall who has brought encouragement 
to the Chaplaincy Team.  Please pray for him and the team to work well together 
and make an impact on the men.  

19. J is in great need through the loss of his mother and his 11 month son. He is also 
being transferred to a different prison. Please pray for the comfort and closeness 
of the Holy Spirit and a smooth transition as he is transferred.  

20. S is very downcast as he has served his sentence but is being detained for 
immigration reasons and is missing his partner and children badly.  Pray he will 
be able to see his partner soon and that his situation will be clarified. 

21. L has come to believe the Gospel but his old nature keeps surfacing.  Please pray 
for God’s grace and Word to be imparted to him and for the fruits of the Spirit to 
develop in his life. 

22. W has been encouraged in his faith recently and his family have noticed a 
change in him.  Pray that this will continue and that his family will want to know 
more. 

23. L is due for release soon.  Please pray for God’s hand to be on him and that he 
will continue to explore the Christian Faith. 

24. S is a Chaplaincy orderly and has been touched by the message of the Gospel.  
Please pray that he will commit his life to Christ and find a church to attend on 
release. 

25. M is deeply concerned about his mum and sister and asks for prayer for their 
health and wellbeing whilst he is in prison. 

26. R’s Grandma who he was very close to has died and he needs prayer for his faith 
to be strengthened during this very difficult time. 

27. P and J have struggled with alcohol issues for a long time.  Please pray that God 
will break this habit and bring them faith and hope for the future. 

28. H is back in prison once again after being out for over 2years.  Please pray that as 
he reads his bible daily the Lord will become his greatest desire and replace his 
longstanding desire for drugs. 

29.  S has recently been released.  Pray that she will find peace and contentment at 
home. 

30. G returned to prison within 24hrs of release.  Please pray for her as she needs to 
focus on detoxing from substances. 

31. S  is struggling with her past history.  Please pray she will cry out for God’s grace 
in her struggle and be able to change her future with His help. 
 


