
 
 
I want to see a community at Community Chaplaincy that has the gospel as its 
foundation, and centre without making acceptance of this in anyway compulsory for 
everyone. So that although the truth of Jesus as Lord and the Kingdom of God is 
foundational acceptance of this is not essential to being part of the community. Not 
everyone will accept these truths which I believe are essential and some with 
valuable things to offer the community and others with needs to be met will hold to 
very different points of view. What is non-negotiable is the unconditional acceptance 
of everyone with a commitment to treat all with the same level of dignity and 
respect. A willingness to discover and seek to resolve the perceived needs of each 
person who comes to us along with the sensitive, gentle and appropriate challenge of 
attitudes and behaviour that appears destructive or detrimental. A belief that 
everyone will have something to offer the community that is unique and beneficial 
and an agreement to be thoughtful and sensitive in our dealings with each other as 
well as appropriately open and honest. A commitment to forgive and resolve any 
difficulties that arise when we fail to do this and a refusal to gossip or criticise but to 
engage in conversation with those with whom we feel we have a problem. To work 
as a team not as individuals and to value the ideas and contributions made by others 
always aiming to make the meeting of others needs our main goal. We have not got 
everything sorted and are by no means a perfect reflection of these principles but I 
do believe that God has been at work over the years and through the difficulties. I 
think we have not only a great team but a community it is good to be part of. I also 
know that because you pray with us and for us as I face the challenges of so many 
lives needing to be restored and wonder how I can make a difference I can say “I 
can’t but we can.” 
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“I can’t, but we can” 
 

There is no biblical reference with the saying 
above as you will not find it in the Bible but I 
hope you will agree it is a sentiment that runs all 
through the scriptures. The words were spoken 
to me by a young man who had come to us for 
some practical support and he was explaining a 
little of his own background. Like many we meet 
he had been involved in recovery previously and 

so had learned the principles involved even though he had not yet managed to make 
a success of putting them into practice. I say this not to diminish him in anyway (how 
many good ideals am I aware of that have yet to become habits of life?) but simply to 
state the facts. It was just one phrase he used to sum up what he had been saying 
and he prefaced it with the words “You know” as he went on to say “You know, I 
can’t but we can.” It stuck with me because I thought “Yes, I do know what you 
mean.” I know that without those close to me I would find it so much harder to face 
the challenges life constantly throws up. I know that without a great team here at 
Community Chaplaincy I would not just find it harder but impossible to continue to 
offer the help and support we give. I know that without the strength, challenge and 
encouragement I get from those I worship with I would soon be in difficulty regarding 
faith.  
 
 The simple idea behind Community Chaplaincy is explained on our website as 
follows - just as there are chaplains in prisons who seek to help and serve those in 
prison no matter what attitude they may have to faith so there will be chaplains in 
the community seeking to help and serve those who have been released. Our aim is 
that we will also have a community at Community Chaplaincy. One Christian writer 
describes God in terms of persons in community. He explains that God the Father is 
the Father because he has a Son. He goes on to say that God created simply with a 
word of command until it came to humanity when he engaged in conversation, “Let 
us make man in our image”. Man was created to be social not solitary and the image 
that was created was two not one. The gospel confronts our individualistic world-
view and speaks of reconciliation, unity and identity as the people of God. We are 
meant to be persons in community in the image of God. 
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1. M feels very hopeless and far from his family.  Please pray he will soon have 
a visit from them. 

2. K is very upset that he cannot see his daughter while he is in prison. Pray that 
although this seems an impossible situation that God will step in to change it 
or strengthen him to bear it.  

3. R needs prayer for peace as he is very anxious and can become paranoid. 
4. A is facing the rest of his life in prison and cannot see any reasons to go on 

living. Please pray that even in this darkness Christ the Light of the World will 
become real to him. 

5. L is due to be moved to a new prison. Please pray this will happen soon and 
he can be given specialised help for his issues. 

6. M wants to change the direction of his life and be a better man. Please pray 
he will receive the help he needs to do this and the power of the risen Christ 
will break into his life. 

7. R is desperate to go home but is waiting for Immigration to deport him. 
Please pray this situation will change soon. 

8. R needs prayer for a transfer to a prison nearer to home so his family can 
visit him.  

9. L is struggling with grief as his dad has died just as he had begun to build a 
relationship with him again. Please pray for comfort and future hope for him. 

10. D gave evidence in court about the abuse he suffered as a child. Please pray 
he will receive help with his distress and comfort from the precious Holy 
Spirit.  

11. M has lost his sister in suspicious circumstances.  Please pray for light into 
this dark situation. 

12. M is in custody but also has severe dementia. Pray for the medical staff to 
know how to help him. 

13. D is a young man who needs prayer for help with his anger issues. He quickly 
loses his temper and harms himself. 

14. D needs a breakthrough in his prayer life and Bible reading. Please pray that 
his desire for God will deepen. 

15. J is really struggling with his faith recently due to pressures on the wing. 
Please pray he will have the strength not give in to pressure from others. 
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16. A, R, H are stepping out in sharing their faith with friends and inviting people 
to chapel.  Please pray for success for them. 

17. L has lost a close friend recently.  Pray for his salvation as he attends groups 
and is part of the family. 

18. A who has a long licence was released a few months ago but is back in prison.  
Please pray that he will be able to be released soon and have the right 
structure in place to support him in the community.  

19. Please pray for all who attended the Ryan Longmuir event recently including 
the Governor that his testimony will never be forgotten. 

20. P and many others are struggling with a nicotine habit.  Please pray for God’s 
help for them. 

21. I is a timid Christian and needs courage.  Pray that he will be strengthened in 
his faith. 

22. G needs to grow in grace and the Word.  Please pray that the Lord will 
increase his desire. 

23. S is very low at the moment.  Pray he will be able to receive some medical 
help for this and that he will also turn to God for help. 

24. Please pray for visiting speakers and their teams that attend HMP Buckley 
Hall at the end of each month. 

25. B is concerned about his health as always. Health issues are a paramount 
concern in prisons. Please pray for all medical professionals, for B that his 
health will improve and indeed for all prisoners with health concerns. 

26. A has recently transferred out. Please pray for him as he settles into a new 
environment and regime. Pray also for his family that the good contacts 
might continue. 

27. C is worried about his partner who has a short time to live. Their relationship 
is volatile.  Please pray for a level of stability to help them both. 

28. D has concerns about his continued safety.  Please pray that his situation 
might improve. 

29. C is struggling with past issues and addiction.  Please pray that the Lord will 
break into her life, that she will hear his voice and she will be restored. 

30. J has made positive progress in his recovery but is struggling to have access 
to his children.  Please pray that this issue will be resolved. 

 


