
 
 
As we begin a new year, we have the opportunity to give to God in a way that is both 
generous and private as we commit to praying for people in prison. It is highly 
unlikely that we will ever see the effect of the prayers that are offered in response to 
the prompts in this prayer letter. But what you do as you pray is of great worth. 
However if you find yourself getting discouraged and feeling your prayers do not 
matter and amount to not much more than ‘shots in the dark’,  please remember the 
Magi making their plans and imagine the conversations they might have had with 
their families as they set out: 
 
“Yes we know it’s a risk.  But we are convinced it is the right thing to do.  And no we 
don’t know when we’ll be back.  In truth we don’t really know where we’re going.  All 
we have is this star.  And yes the gifts are strange and OK they did cost quite a bit. 
And if we’re wrong and if this is just a fool’s errand I’m sure you’ll be first in the queue 
to tell us when we get back. BUT if we’re right… then this will be the greatest 
adventure in our lives and who knows what good we’ll accomplish?” 
 
Praying for prisoners might seem an equally uncertain undertaking.  Each day you lift 
to God those you have never met and never will meet.  But who can say what good 
you’ll accomplish and what adventure you are part of as you do this?  And take heart 
that we have a far surer Guide than a ‘star in the east.’ Arthur included this in a 
recent edition of this prayer letter.  
 
“No one can do a truer kindness for me in this world than pray for me” C.H. Spurgeon 
 
Thank you for praying for prisoners in 2016.  Thank you for all that you’ll do in 2017. 
 
Revd Henry Martin  
Managing Chaplain HMP Manchester 

 

 
Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ 

Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplaingmcc@aol.co.uk 
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer 

and state if you would like to Gift Aid it 
Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org  

for more photos and info 
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Jesus seems to appreciate expensive gifts. I don’t 
imagine for a moment he would have been interested 
in designer goods, Gucci shoes and Rolex watches – not 
that sort of ‘expensive’, but expensive in terms of self-
less giving.  The Iona Community has a wonderful 
liturgy in which the people of God commit themselves 
to giving God their best. 
The leader says – “We will not offer to God…” 
and the people complete the sentence – “…gifts that 
cost us nothing”. 

  
At this time of year we remember the Magi visiting Jesus with their expensive gifts. 
But for me the impressive part is not the price tag on the gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, but the sacrifice of the journey, the sincerity of the search for him and the 
thinking that had gone into the choosing of the gifts.  
 
There are other people who gave Jesus expensive presents, and all have the same 
hallmarks of sacrifice, sincerity and thoughtfulness. 
 
 There was:  

 the woman who washed his feet with her tears 

 the tax collector who repented and repaid all (and more) to those whom he had 
cheated 

 the stranger who shared his shame and carried his cross. 
  
And expensive gifts featured in stories Jesus told: 

 the Samaritan who gave his all to a wounded stranger 

 the tax collector who gave God his humble apology (while the nearby noisy 
Pharisee boasted about his greatness). 

  
And Jesus taught that our gifts were not to be accompanied by the kind of fanfares 
which draw attention to us.  Our giving should be done privately because God hears 
and sees all things and doesn’t fail to notice even the quietest costly gift.  

  



 

January 2017 
 
 

1. Please pray for special strength for those who are in prison for the first time 
and will find it difficult facing the New Year especially for help with anxiety 
and depression and for the chaplaincy staff who minister to them.  

2. S was recently released and is worried about being able to restart his 
business again. Please pray for God’s help for him and his family. 

3. P served a short sentence and was released just before Christmas. He has 
recently lost his home job and relationships. Please pray God will restore his 
life and strengthen him. 

4. G needs settled accommodation and God’s help to live without substance 
misuse.  Please pray he will be able to cope better and know God’s grace and 
mercy. 

5. R reached a point of seeing no hope but is beginning to improve. Please pray 
that this will continue. 

6. A is showing signs of progress after years of drug addiction. Please pray for 
complete freedom for him. 

7. R finds his moods difficult to manage, but when he is quiet he genuinely 
wants to engage with God. Please pray his moods will stabilise. 

8. J says that he is now reading the Bible each day and finds that he is getting 
calmer in himself and clearer in his thinking. Give God thanks for the faith 
given to him and pray for it to deepen. 

9. M attends Chapel every week and has made huge progress in his growth with 
God. Please pray for him and the anxieties he feels about what life will be like 
on the outside. 

10. G is now on the outside. Please pray for his continued growth and for a 
church that will welcome him and help him. 

11. C is facing a sudden bereavement.  Please pray that in the shock and pain of 
this he finds God’s peace and love. 

12. G is in prison for the first time and is struggling to settle. Please pray for him 
to find God’s peace and presence. 

13. M has thrown himself into prison life and speaks enthusiastically about how 
much God has helped him. Give thanks that God can make prison a positive 
experience. 

14. J has lost his mum recently and often seeks help from Chaplaincy. Please pray 
for him as he comes to terms with his grief. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

January 2017 
 

 
15. A does not know what will happen to him when he is released. He fears 

deportation. Pray that he will find God to be his Good Shepherd today and 
wherever he goes in the future. 

16. A is angry a lot of the time. Pray for him to reach that point where he can trust 
God enough to tell Him his feelings, both good and bad. 

17. HMP Buckley Hall plan to run an Alpha course in the coming year. Please pray 
for volunteers for this. 

18. The next Living with Loss course will be starting in January at Buckley Hall and 
also the Sycamore Tree Course which focuses on restorative justice. Please 
pray for God’s help for each man who takes part. 

19. Pray for those in the Care & Separation Unit at Buckley Hall. 
20. G has been released and wants to find a loving Christian community to be part 

of.  Please pray that something will open up quickly for him. 
21. M lost his dad the day after he came into custody.  Please pray for the comfort 

and counsel of the Holy Spirit. 
22. M is having problems with his medication and struggling to cope. Pray for 

wisdom for the medical staff dealing with him. 
23. P is new into prison and has come to chapel and is expressing an interest in 

faith.  Pray for his interest to result in a desire to know God. 
24. D became a Christian in prison and needs prayer to grow and develop his faith. 
25.  J has been given a long sentence and is trying to get his head around that. Pray 

he will be able to cope with this and have a positive attitude to enable him to 
use his time well. 

26. M says he cannot see any hope for the future. Please pray for a change in his 
attitude and that something positive will happen for him. 

27. W and D have both had to face the death of their brothers who have been 
murdered. Please pray for comfort for each of them during this very difficult 
time. 

28. Pray for all those in prison who have lost loved ones in 2016 and who will be 
finding it difficult facing a new year with heavy hearts. 

29. P needs much prayer as his family have disowned him due to his offences. 
30. R is very frightened and angry and keeps lashing out at people. Please pray he 

will be given the right help to deal with his issues. 
31. S whose first contact with a Bible Group created a lot of interest. Pray that this 

will lead to faith and a changed life. 
 

 

 


