
 

We also know that forming a new identity away from crime is really important 
to enabling long-lasting change and Community Chaplaincy plays a key role in 
enabling people to see themselves in a different light. Whilst a person keeps 
describing themselves by terms such as: ‘ex-prisoner’ or ‘ex-offender’ they are 
taking themselves back in their minds to a former way of being that was 
connected with behaviour that they may want to move on from. Where 
people can find new ways of seeing themselves such as: ‘volunteer’, 
‘employee’, ‘friend’, ‘valued member of the community’, then it is much 
easier to move away from previous negative patterns and identify with a 
more positive way of being. 
 

Our faith basis also plays an essential part in the change that Community 
Chaplaincy enables in people’s lives. It reaffirms the value of each individual 
no matter what they have done. It opens up the way for forgiveness and 
restoration. It provides a sense of peace and resilience in the midst of life’s 
storms. It also shows us that there is a reason for everything and provides a 
sure and certain hope.   
 
 So when we pray for Greater Manchester Community Chaplaincy this month, 
let’s pray for the ‘renewing of minds’ both for those delivering the support 
and those receiving it. In this way we will see harmful patterns of thinking put 
down and a deep sense of healing and transformation take its place.  
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Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ 

Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplaingmcc@aol.co.uk 
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer 
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Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org  
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“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2 
 

 
 

In thinking about this verse I was struck by how important the renewing of our 
minds is within Community Chaplaincy, both for those delivering support and 
those receiving it. On release from prison it is easy to be over-whelmed with 
the myriad of issues and uncertainties surrounding the return to the 
community. There will be a range of agencies that provide specialist support 
in different areas such as housing, substance use, mental health, employment 
and training.  However, it is often Community Chaplaincy that takes the role 
of being the glue that sticks all the pieces together and enables the individual 
to see a way forward and a reason in their mind to be hopeful. 
 
In Community Chaplaincy, we support that process of developing more 
healthy attitudes, thinking and behaviour. Community Chaplaincy staff and 
volunteers build relationships, taking time to walk alongside a person, seeing 
all their needs and aspirations and supporting them with these for as long as it 
takes. In this way, Community Chaplaincy will often dig deeper with issues, 
peeling away the layers and getting to the heart of the issue. In fact, we often 
hear back from people that it was from Community Chaplaincy that they first 
felt that someone valued them and believed in them and that this in turn 
enabled them to believe in themselves and start mapping out a different 
future for themselves in their minds. 
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1. A is due for release soon.  He has grown in faith whilst in prison and needs 
prayer for God’s continued hand on his life and for his girlfriend and family. 

2. M’s dad is dying.  Please pray for the comfort of the Holy Spirit for him while 
he is in prison and help for his dad and the family involved. 

3. R has been given a longer sentence than he was expecting and is struggling.  
Please pray he will be able to accept this and find God’s peace.    

4. P was released last month and wants to stay out of prison.  Please pray for 
the help to be there for him to enable this to happen. 

5. P needs prayer for God’s help in his situation.  He has been waiting for a 
parole hearing for months to decide if he can be released. 

6. T has been recalled to prison after 12 years on the out and he feels very 
angry that this has happened.  Pray he will come to terms with this and that 
he is able to deal with his anger. 

7. G is feeling afraid and has been self-harming a lot because he has moved 
from a YOI into an adult jail.   He needs prayer for God’s peace and strength. 

8. L is still struggling with his mental health but is getting counselling and very 
much wants to get better.  Please pray for him to improve. 

9. K is very angry and is refusing to engage with any agencies in the prison.  
Please pray that he will be able to deal with the issues surrounding his 
feelings of anger. 

10. J is feeling very let down by everyone and is feeling hopeless about the 
future.   Please pray he will find support and be able to trust people again. 

11. M’s mental health is deteriorating.  Please pray that the right help will be 
available to him at this difficult time in his life. 

12. H has mobility issues and needs God to change his situation as he doesn’t get 
out much and is getting frustrated. 

13. J needs a lot of help and guidance as like a wobbly supermarket trolley he 
often veers off course.  Ask God to bless him with wisdom and grow in him 
the fruits of patience and self-control. 

14. S says that God has watched over him in 2016 and has enabled him to make 
significant changes to his behaviour and outlook.  Give thanks for this and 
pray it will continue. 
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15. L struggles with his mental health and desperately desires God’s peace. 
16. C uses all the time available to him to explore the big questions of life.  He is 

currently reading through the Alpha course material.  Please pray he will 
come into a relationship with Christ who can answer all his questions. 

17. J is in prison for the first time and has a long sentence.  Please pray for him as 
he settles in and that he finds the help and love that God has for him. 

18. L is frustrated as he has very little sense of control about his future.  He asks 
for prayer for patience and guidance.  

19. N suffers with his mental health.  Give thanks for his supportive family and 
also for those on his wing who are looking after him. 

20. J is soon to be moving on.  Give thanks for all the kindness he has shown to 
others while holding a position of trust in the prison.  Pray for him that this 
next stage will further help him to rehabilitate.  

21. R has appeared in the letter previously and thank God is much calmer and is 
engaging far better with his fellow prisoners and with staff.  Please pray that 
his recovery continues, especially as his release date comes nearer. 

22. M left prison in the autumn and returned very quickly to his old habits. He 
once had a genuine ‘wake-up’ experience with God but seems to have drifted 
off again.  Please pray that he will once again hear the voice of his loving 
Father calling him back to His warm embrace. 

23. J’s partner of 25 years has died whilst she is in prison. Please pray for her and 
the family as they mourn. 

24. D is struggling at the moment and finding life in prison difficult without 
family support.  Please pray for this to change for her. 

25. M has asked for prayer that his mum might make a full recovery from 
alcoholism. 

26. L asks that his Granddad will be comforted following the loss of his wife. 
27. A needs prayer that his sessions with the psychologist will prove profitable 

and worthwhile. 
28. S’s son needs prayer that he will become positive and get his act together. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


