
 
This happened on the last Sunday in June as a team came from Vine Life church and 
ministered in word and song, two men put their Faith and hope in Jesus as they 
identified with the speaker who engaged with them as he shared his riveting story 
and now their lives are being changed.  I am fully aware as with any Kingdom 
ministry the Master key is prayer.  We need to be intentional about prayer; please 
pray for hope as we preach the gospel in our services; pray that we might engage 
with the prisoners who attend the courses we run and pray for a change for good in 
our many one to one encounters. To be effective in this work we are 100% 
dependent on prayer-warriors who will plead with God for a spiritual awakening.  We 
need your prayers more than ever before.  Thank you once again for bringing these 
requests to the throne of grace.  
 
 

When I enter those prison gates, my prayer echoes Jesus’ words 
“be wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove” This is a spiritual 
work and it needs to be done sensitively and compassionately. 
Please pray for all the staff, especially the officers who face the 
hardest task of all, as they not only make prison a secure place but 
a place of care and concern.  I asked someone, now out of prison, 
what he would wish people to pray for when he was inside he 
retorted, “To be calm, and to get through my sentence without 

distraction, to fulfil all the expectations, but to keep calm throughout the sentence.”   
A good general prayer to pray for all our prisoners.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us at: GMCC Methodist Central Buildings Oldham Street M1 1JQ 

Telephone: 0161 236 2462 Email: chaplaingmcc@aol.co.uk 
Please make cheques payable to: GM Prison Prayer 

and state if you would like to Gift Aid it 
Check out our Facebook Page or www.gmccsupport.org   

for more photos and info. 
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It is such a privilege to work in HMP Buckley Hall, a Category C Prison: located in the 
rolling hills of the beautiful town of Rochdale.   
 
As a chaplaincy team, we work closely with the Governors, officers, and a host of 
other staff all with a specific role to play. We also work with other agencies and 
organisations including volunteers, to make our prison a place not only of 
incarceration as a punishment but as our strap line suggests: to offer hope, to 
engage and see change.  For some that will mean, “turning over a new leaf” or in 
other cases to start a “new life”.  Interestingly, I have found that many prisoners are 
wanting change, and looking for a fresh start and want to get out of the rut they have 
found themselves in.  (I heard a rut described as an open-ended grave, not a good 
place to be.)  As a Christian chaplain, I see our three values; hope, engage and 
change through the lens of the Bible.  Because the Bible tells us that Jesus is the 
Hope of the world; therefore, we need to engage prisoners with the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus and His death on the cross, then a change will take place so dramatic that 
everyone will see transformed lives.   
 
Of course, it is nothing less than the power of the resurrection that will bring these 
men not only to a new standard or a new set of values but a brand-new life: Paul 
writes from prison in 2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 
 

David Corke 
Free Church Chaplain HMP Buckley Hall 

http://www.gmccsupport.org/
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1. D has just made a decision to follow Jesus.  Please pray for his faith to grow 
and that he will continue to attend chapel and bible groups.  

2. M has been unwell recently and may face an operation quite soon.  Pray that 
he will have a sense of God’s presence during this difficult time.  

3. HMP Buckley Hall has been running a Living with Loss course.   Eight men 
have responded well after completing the last session on ‘How Christians 
cope with bereavement’.  Pray for continued peace and hope in their lives. 

4. P has a lot of anger issues and finds it hard to admit when he is wrong.  
Please pray that this will change and he will be able to deal with his anger. 

5. C is a very young looking vulnerable young man who is shell shocked by the 
crime he has committed.  Pray he will be given help to deal with this. 

6. A is struggling with his mum’s death and his behaviour is deteriorating.  
Please pray he will reach out for the comfort of the Holy Spirit at this time. 

7. S has learning difficulties and a speech impediment and finds it hard to 
communicate in prison.  Pray that the other men around him will be helpful. 

8. G is finding it hard to cope as this is his first time in prison.  Please pray that 
others on the wing will be friends to him and he will be dealt with fairly. 

9. S attended his father’s funeral last week. Please pray that he will find 
comfort and strength in God and will reach out to Chaplaincy. 

10. S’s sister is very ill. Please pray for her and for him to cope while he is in 
prison and not able to see her. 

11. D’s partner is in another prison and he misses her very much.  Please pray for 
them both that they will be reunited. 

12. J has just been given a very long sentence that he was not expecting.  Please 
pray that he will have the strength to make good use of his time in prison. 

13. M’s daughter is very poorly and has been in hospital for 9 months.  Please 
pray that her condition will improve and that he will reach out for God’s help. 

14. D is very anxious to get his medication sorted out.  Please pray for the staff 
on Healthcare as they try to resolve this for him. 

15. P has made a silly mistake after he has been doing so well.  Please pray it 
does not lead him into a downward spiral. 

16. L is due for release next month but hoping to get his tag this month so he can 
be with his family.  Please pray that things will be in place for this to happen. 
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17. Styal Women’s prison has asked for prayer for the children and mothers on 
the Baby Unit.  Please pray for God’s help and grace for them and the staff. 

18. S has recently lost her niece who is only five years old and has died suddenly.  
Please pray for her and the other members of the family during this sad time. 

19. Please also pray for the staff at HMP Styal who are trying to reduce the 
supply of New Psychoactive Substances. 

20. There is now a new Sikh Minister as part of the Styal prison Chaplaincy Team 
and they have asked for prayer for him as he takes up his new role. 

21. G is struggling to come to terms with the death of her friend.  Please pray for 
the comfort help and peace that only the Holy Spirit can bring into her life. 

22. G is getting involved with community services but needs lots of support on 
release.  Please pray that this will happen quickly for him. 

23. D is being released and says he is going to be sleeping on a park bench.  
Please pray that he will attend at the Town Hall and will be helped soon. 

24. T suffers from very bad anxiety and is very unwell.  Please pray for wisdom 
for the Healthcare staff to be able to find medication for him. 

25. M regularly self-harms when feeling stressed.  Please pray for him to have 
peace of mind. 

26. N has changed as he has allowed God into his life after many years of crime 
and B is finding Bible and prayer groups have brought him near to 
God.  Please pray their faith will continue to deepen. 

27. D has come back to God after ‘going astray’.  Please pray for him to keep on 
‘going on’ with the Lord. 

28. K is hoping for a move to another prison to finish his sentence.  He is feeling 
quite isolated at the moment.  Pray this will be arranged soon for him. 

29. Annie is now the new resettlement chaplain at HMP Forest Bank.  The 
Chaplaincy Team want to give thanks for a new addition the team and ask for 
prayer  for her and all of them in this vital aspect of the work. 

30. S is far from home and family and feeling isolated and lonely.  Please pray for 
him and all prisoners who feel particularly isolated and lonely because of the 
distance they are from family and friends. 

31. A has mental health issues and is also a long way from home.  He is finding it 
very difficult to interact with other prisoners or prison life. His family are 
concerned about him also.  Please pray for all concerned. 
 

 


